
 

 

24 February 2021 
 
Dear Parent / Carer 
 
I hope that you and your family are safe and well and that you were able to enjoy the half-term break. 
Firstly, thank you again for all of your support during this latest lockdown. Our students have done 
exceptionally well and we really appreciate your efforts and willingness to adapt. It has been pleasing to 
see that pupils have been able to return to remote learning seamlessly this week and hopefully they are 
encouraged by the news that they should be back in school shortly. 
 
I am writing to you following the Prime Minister’s announcement that confirmed all schools will be re-
opening from the 8 March in England. We are very much looking forward to seeing everyone back on-site, 
and we will be working hard to make sure that everything is ready for a full and safe return for all pupils 
and staff. 
 
The Government has released a detailed and lengthy document to guide schools on their re-opening plans. 
This outlines the safety measures schools are required to have in place before pupils and staff return. We 
are working through this document to ensure all appropriate measures are in place. Once we have 
reviewed this fully, we will be in a position to inform you of the full procedures for returning to school, 
including updated in-school and home Covid-19 testing arrangements.  
 
In the meantime, we would like to confirm a few headline announcements: 
 
Return to school 
 
Sandwell Academy will re-open from the 8 March. 
Secondary schools are being allowed to stagger the return of pupils from this date to enable self-testing 
on site before lessons recommence. Therefore, it is highly likely that we will need to stagger the return of 
pupils in order to manage the volume of testing needed in order to get pupils back to face-to-face lessons. 
 
When lessons resume, Year group bubbles will remain in place, but with a stronger emphasis on distancing 
between individuals. Requirements for uniform, equipment and the use of Academy zones will be the same 
as in the Autumn Term.  
 
Testing 
 
All secondary schools are expected to test pupils over the age of 11 as part of the full re-opening of schools.  
 
In line with requirements, we will offer all pupils three self-tests for Covid-19 in school, with each test 
between 3-5 days apart. After these tests are complete, with results reported to the NHS and any positive 
results to the school, home testing kits will be provided for all pupils and staff. Any positive tests returned 
through a Lateral Flow Device in school will automatically trigger a period of 10 day isolation from the date 
of the test. 
 
We are awaiting further details on the practicalities of this and will update you in due course. 
Testing in schools is still voluntary, but is strongly encouraged by the Government. A reminder that all key 
information and the parental consent form in relation to Covid testing for students at the Academy can be 
accessed at http://www.sandwellacademy.com/page/covid-testing 
 
This webpage also includes a Lateral Flow Testing Frequently Asked Questions document. 
 
 

http://www.sandwellacademy.com/page/covid-testing


 

 

 
Face masks 
 
Face masks remain compulsory in school for all pupils and staff, unless there is an authorised medical  
exemption. In a change to the previous regulations, pupils will now be required to wear a face mask in 
classrooms, as well as all communal areas of the school. Face masks must also be worn on the hard play 
areas outside. Please remember that face masks should be plain and have no patterns or logos, and be 
stored appropriately in a sealed plastic bag.  
 
March 1 Training Day 
 
A reminder that there will be a training Day on Monday March 1, with the school closed for all pupils, 
including those who have been attending for keyworker and vulnerable student provision. 
 
Thank you, as ever, for your patience and support. We will be in contact with further more specific details 
once our full re-opening plans have been confirmed. 
 
We are very much looking forward to welcoming our students back and will continue to keep you updated. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Mr I Williams 
Headteacher 
 
 


